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http://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/2005/02/beliefnet-whos-whothe-
most-influential-black-spiritual-leaders.aspx

PART E
Black History Month in Canada

History of the Underground Railroad

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H1NzFuunWO08 The
Underground Railroad Full Documentary
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5c6cDCTINY Dawn of Day:
Stories from the Underground Railroad
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F54jtNaBK2E Harriet Tubman &
the Underground Railroad {Part 1}

There are extensive resources on the black experience
in Canada. Among the best is the one created by the
Ontario Black History Society
http://blackhistorycanada.ca/topic.php?id=162&themeid=8.

It a wuseful site with
many links to other Ca-
nadian sites, provinces,
cities and towns. It has
a featuring biographies
and literary works of
Canadian black au-
thors. The introduction
to its definition of Black
History is broad, ac-
curate and functional.
The profiles of a repre-
sentative sample of Ca-
nadian blacks is good,
but a bit limited, when
it does not include
some politicians like Lincoln Alexander, the former
Lieutenant—Governor of Ontario. The site does include
little sketches of early arrival of blacks in Canada, from
Matthieu Da Costa, a navigator and interpreter who
served in that capacity for the French explorers along
the Atlantic coast and up the St. Lawrence for Samuel
de Champlain. One interesting link on this page is that
to the Future Aces Foundation, a wonderful organiza-
tion that does a lot of good work through its presenta-
tions to schools. It was founded by Herb Carnegie.

Harriet Tubman

http://www.k12studycanada.org/files/EarlyBlackCanadianHistory.
pdf This link brings up an interesting essay on the connection of “black
Canadians” and “African-Americans” and what the diffrence is between
the two appellations.

http://cybermuse.gallery.ca/cybermuse/teachers/plans/activities_e.
jsp?lessonid=145 A lesson and classroom activity based on the art of
the National Gallery of Art. There is aslo a helpful glossary of terms
associated with black history in the western hemisphere.

http://www.chc.ca/books/2014/02/black-history-month-
highlighting-great-black-canadian-writers.htm/ A (BC source for Black
History month in Canada, has a variety of topics including writers.

In December of 1995, the Parliament of Canada offi-
cially recognized February as Black History Month, fol-
lowing a motion introduced by the first black Canadian
woman elected to Parliament, Jean Augustine, MP for
the riding of Etobicoke-Lakeshore in Ontario and Par-
liamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister, Jean Chré-
tien. Canadians generally like to think of themselves as
a welcoming, tolerant people, living in multicultural
nation free of prejudices and free of discriminatory
practices.

Questions

Is the above view of Canadians for the most
part fact or fiction?

Define “prejudice” and “discrimination”. What
is the differenc ebetween the two?

Have you or a family member or a close friend
ever been the victim of prejudice or discrimina-
tion? Tell about the situation.

How did you feel about the treatment you/he/
she received? How did you/he/she respond?
Why? What did you/he/she learn from the expe-
rience?

Have you ever witnessed someone else’s suffer-
ing from prejudice? How did you react? Did you
get involved? Why or why not? What actions can
we take when we see someone being unjustly
discriminated against?

Do you believe the government could do any-
thing to promote racial harmony? What about
your school?

How might increased federal or provincial gov-
ernment action help solve racial problems?

Is there any danger in governments involving
themselves too much in people’s lives, even in
these delicate racial/cultural matters?

11



PART F Contemporary Problems
In the Black Family

One area of deep concern for the modern black
American is the state of the inner cities, where poverty,
drugs and weak family structure has taken a heavy toll
on the black community. One source that tells it like it
is from a more conservative point of view is Freedom’s
Journal Institute (EJI) whose mission is

...devoted to the research, education, and the ad-
vancement of public policy that promotes: Responsi-
ble government, Individual liberty and fidelity, Strong
Family Values, and Economic Empowerment (R.IS.E
Principles), with a biblical perspective.

Their stated goal is

...to create a “paradigm shift” in the way people, in
general, and the African American populace, in par-
ticular, view matters of faith, race and public policy.
FJI pledges to vigorously challenge “liberal” ideology
with those conservative principles, such as the R.1S.E
Principles, essential to promoting and sustaining sta-
ble and prosperous family and society.

http://freedomsjournalinstitute.org/

FREEDOM’S
JOURNAL

M A G A Z

The Institute takes its principles seriously. It takes a spe-
cial interest in the black family. Peruse its beliefs about
the nature of marriage, family, education, sanctity of
human life, role of church. The strength of healthy so-
cieties comes from strong families founded on strong
family principles. The Institute is one of many organi-
zations trying to undo the harm of decades of neglect
and outright negative politicies that have harmed the
black American population. One example of this harm
can be seen in the terrible effect that Amercia’s abor-
tion policy/laws have had on the black people in the
United States.

https://freedomsjournalinstitute.org/strong-family-values/
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Strong Family Values
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Marriage is intended to be a permanent relation-
ship between one man and one woman; and is
a foundation for healthy and stable families. Mar-
riage functions to satisfy the longings of the hu-
man heart: to give and receive love, to welcome
and ensure the full physical and emotional devel-
opment of children and instillation of moral prin-
ciples and values.

Strong family values must be preserved and im-
pressed upon each generation. The “natural”
family is the foundation of society; therefore, the
state should promote its formation and interfere
in its function as little as possible. Family unity
and inter-dependency is necessary to foster and
encourage culture, learning, and long-term na-
tional stability. Therefore, two-parent households
should be encouraged; and fatherhood honored
diminishing the development of delinquency in
children and young adults.

Education begins at home and is the first class-
room children have. The family thus serves as
the center for social, educational, economic, and
spiritual life to build strong bonds among the
generations, and to pass on a way of life that has
transcendent meaning. Since education begins at
home it should remain the prerogative of parents
o “choose” where to send their children for fur-
ther instruction.

Human life is sacred and inviolable from concep-
tion to natural death. Human beings are created
in the image of God. Therefore, protection for the
unborn and elderly; and compassion for the sick
and infirmed, are essential elements of a culture
of life; and necessary for the health of a civil and
God-fearing society.

The free exercise of religious faith is paramount
to the health and wellbeing of a free society. Gov-
ernment is prohibited in the establishment of any
religion, but also prohibited in interfering in the
practice thereof. Citizens, therefore, should be
free to worship as they choose without fear of
governmental interference, coercion or manipula-
tion.

The Church is the extension of the family and the
instrument for the work of God to impact societal
values. Duty, honor, self-sacrifice, love of neighbor
and country are some of those values, but equally
important are the pursuit of justice and equality
before the law. It is the Church where the disen-
franchised and marginalized find redemption,
restoration, forgiveness and reconciliation before
God and man.



The InRrim PLUS ...t oot
Eugenics, Abortion and the Black People

Through the annual Black History Month students
and the population in general are able to note, cele-
brate and remember the important people and events
belonging to the African community in the Western
world and in Africa proper. While it’s crucial to recog-
nize the advancements black leaders, artists, athletes,
and thinkers have achieved for society, it’s also wise to
note how blacks have been systematically oppressed
and kept down through various periods of history, and
not just through the immoral and unjust institution of
slavery. When the abolitionist movement succeeded in
abolishing legal slavery, this did not end the oppres-
sion of the black community. The oppression took on
different forms. One of the worst was the scheme to
eradicate them from existence using different kinds of
methods — for the sake of eugenic perfection of hu-
manity and thus the promotion of contraception, ster-
ilization, and abortion, specifically targeting the black
people.

Eugenics

Eugenics is a philoso-
phy that advocates for
the improvement of
human genetic traits.
It is not a new philoso-
phy. Ancient Spartaand
other ancient societies
practised a form of eu-
genics in one form or
another. In Sparta, for
example, a sickly child
was exposed to nature
and wild animals and
left to die. However
in modern times, the
philosophy  aquired
new “scientific” mind-
ed adherents who pro-
moted and put into action their ideas for improving
the human race. Just as it was possible to improve the
quality of plants and animals through genetic breed-
ing, these proponents of eugenics believed that it was
both possible and desirable to improve the human
stock by eliminating what they perceived (and then
proceeded to justify through spurious pseudo-scientif-
ic arguments) as being inferior races. They felt that this
could be achieved through promoting more reproduc-
tion of those with certain desired traits (whether physi-
cal, like colour of eyes, hair type, skin colour, or imag-
ined higher IQ level) and less reproduction of those
who lacked those desired traits (or were considered to
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have mental and/or physical disabilities). One example
of how this philosophy was used to justify violence,
was the Holocaust committed by Nazi Germany. The
Nazi belief in the superiority of the Aryan race moti-
vated them to exterminate other groups they deemed
inferior (including Jews, gypsies, homosexuals, etc.).
The Nazis and their sympathizers considered these
groups as defilers of the genetic pool for the human
race. Some seven million people were killed in con-
centration camps throughout Europe, the majority of
whom were Jews.

Having started as an outgrowth of social Darwinism,
the eugenisists grew in popularity in the first decades
of the twentieth century all over the western world,
and the United States was no exception. While these
individuals did hold the same goal of ridding the world
of people of a specific race, ethnicity or disability as the
Nazis, their methods of doing so were different, more
subtle, more “genteel”.

Margaret Sanger, was
prominent publicist who
spearheaded the eugen-
ics movement in the United
States. She founded the Amer-
ican Birth Control League in
1921, which is now known
as the Planned Parenthood
Federation. Sanger and her
colleagues believed that all
minorities living in the U.S.
were like human weeds, and
needed to be exterminated.
Essentially these “social scientists” did not really be-
lieve in the conept of equality in any substantial form.
They certainly rejected one of the principal tenets of
the American constitution, namely that “all men are
created equal”. Sanger and her followers didn’t place
people in gas chambers, but they used education,
media, and public support to establish programs that
would result in less reproduction of minority babies.
Their persuasive means included: recruiting black
pastors to spread the word about using birth control;
genetic screening; enacting and supporting marriage
laws forbidding interracial marriage; and adopting
state-run sterilization programs. The latter would in-
volve forcefully sterilizing people who supposedly had
a mental or physical handicap. In this respect, Sanger
was merely voicing the ideas others did not have the
courage to express. The philosophy of eugenics had
many supporters then and still has many today in a lot
of our modern, “enlightened” democracies.

one

Margaret Sanger

Eugenics is a complicated matter. Ideas associated
with it can affect the way a society views its citizens,
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what rights they have and what determines the life
chances of an individual. There were many opponents
of the eugenic movement on moral grounds. people
like G.K. Chesterton who als saw that the criteria for
selection of desirable traits etc. are determined by
those in power. Another dubious concept was that
human character is due to genes, it is set by the DNA
inherited by the person. This approach suggests that
there is no chance for change to occur, some social
betterment that could be effected by education and by
better living conditions. What happens to the human
will under these conditions?

Abortion

Seven years after Margaret Sanger died, the United
States Supreme Court, in their Roe v. Wade deci-
sion in 1973, legalized abortion in the United States.
Sanger’s eugenic legacy (based also on thinly veiled
racism) still lives on, not only in the United Sates but
throughout the world, as the tentacles of Planned Par-
enthood reaches all continents promoting abortion
through”reproductive rights”. With the election of
Donald Trump as president there is now a renewed
demand from pro-lifers to defund Planned Parenthood
Federation, that is, cut off all federal funding to that
organization.

However, the damage done to black Americans by the
policies pursued by the eugenicist lobby has been hor-
rendous. In the present day, African-American babies
are killed at a higher rate than any other race. In 2009,
it was reported that African-Americans accounted for
35.4% of abortions, while they only make up 12.6% of
the population. There are more Planned Parenthood
clinics in minority neighbourhoods than elsewhere.
Also, fatherlessness and poverty are still huge prob-
lems in the black community, even though access to
contraception has increased. Abortion is the number
one killer of black people, ahead of heart disease and
gang violence. If “black lives truly matter”, then the
mainstream culture would protest abortion, and its
destructive impact on the black community in particu-
lar. This theme is an unpleasant one but it too needs

honest attention and discussion during Black History
Month.

More Information:

+  http://www.toomanyaborted.com/

+  http://www.abort73.com/abortion/abortion_and_race/

+  http://www.theradiancefoundation.org/

+  http://www.maafa21.com/

+  https://www.liveaction.org/gendercide

+  http://www.lifenews.com/2015/02/23/7-shocking-quotes-

from-planned-parenthood-founder-margaret-sanger/

A special than you to Filip Grabic for his contribution
to this last section pertaining to the black race and
eugenics.

Discussion Questions

Why do you think the mainstream culture
rarely mentions the effect abortion has on
the black community in the United States,
but freely discusses issues surrounding gun
violence, gangs, or poverty?

What difference would there be in today’s
culture if abortion was illegal, and the black
population increased in size?

What similarities do you see between
oppression of Africa-Americans in slavery, and
abortion?

Why do you think there is a fatherless
epidemic in the black community?

What arguments can you think of against the
philosophy of eugenics?




